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From the Bow  

Ahoy Captains and First Mates! 

 
Wow, what a summer and fall we have had here in the South...major 

flooding, hurricanes, and now even snow.  For those club members 

who have been affected by these events, we want you to know that 

you are in our thoughts and prayers.  We wish you the best possible 

outcome as you navigate this very difficult time.  As we look back at 

some of the other events of the year, we are thankful for the good 

weather and great turnout for both Keels and Wheels and the LBJ 

Show at Horseshoe Bay. 

 
Each year as Keels & Wheels approaches, we anticipate the camara-

derie with fellow boaters and although the volunteers put in many 

hours of hard work, it is worth the rewards of donations to the Boys 

and Girls Harbor. 

 
And then there is the LBJ Show at Horseshoe Bay. .. For those of you 

who have not been to the LBJ event lately, you 

are missing a great weekend!  With the dinner 

cruises, dinner at the Reichardt’s home, and the 

morning fellowship at the Frechette’s home, 

you can’t ask for a better weekend!  The folks at 

Horseshoe Bay are truly outstanding and the 

show just keeps growing! 

 
We look forward to the 2018 events and hope 

to see everyone there.    Karen and I would like 

to wish each and every club member safe and 

happy holidays and a prosperous new year! 

  

Brian and Karen 
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Keels and Wheels Part 2—Saturday and Sunday Photo Gallery 
Saturday arrived bright and beautiful.  Before the Judges’ breakfast, many were 

found wiping the morning dew off with their favorite 

chamois.  And what would a boating event be without the 

obligatory tow!  A stunning 1967 Century Arabian arrived 

on the wrong end of a tow strap, thanks to the ACBS 

Southwest president Bryan Felder and his trusty Shep-

herd.  The Arabian was a new acquisition by the youngest 

entrant,  Wyatt Robbins.   

 
The big cruisers graced the perimeter of the inner harbor 

of Lakewood Yacht Club.  You’ll notice a gorgeous tradional 

working boat redone as a yacht.  The owners cruised her 

down the East Coast for the show and to visit their son in 

Galves-

ton.  Also, 

too, the 

big Hig-

gins! 
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Sometimes the morning is spent socializ-

ing...catching up with folks we see only a cou-

ple times a year.  But its also a great time to 

wake to coffee on the back deck of your 

Chris Craft flybridge cruiser!  Of course, its 

always a 

good time 

to check 

that bilge!  

And 

there’s 

cars, too!!! 
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Stunning Lyman. 
Riva with Zebra up-

holstery. 
Gold and white Hig-

gins. 
A rare sight...a row 

of 3 1967 Century 

Arabians and own-

ers! 
Red Higgins runa-

bout built on Louisi-

ana shores. 
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Some of the Cruisers….Commitment with a capital C! The Snells and their 

Connie. 
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The owners tidying 

up their Alberg de-

signed classic sail-

boat. 

 
Our friends at 

Hagerty hamming it 

up! 

 
Classic carrier deck 

Resorter in original 

condition out of Ar-

kansas. 

 

 
Wyatt Robbins and 

his grandfather Fred 

Burban in front of 

Wyatt’s Arabian 

Beautiful and 

rare Chris 

Craft XK18 

jet and 

Chrysler 

Conqueror 

SIII with the 

SuperBee jet 

drive. 
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Rivas galore!  Exceptional Resorter 19 with 

sliding soft top.  Time warp Sea Ray.   Award 

winning Donzi 18 in original condition. 
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The Kids-Build-a-Boat section is always a hit, but this year even more so.  

Thanks to cooperation between the Outboard Motor Club and the ACBS-

Southwest Chapter, the youth had their choices.   

 
Two boats were built over the weekend, and given 

away on Sunday.  In addition, the young folks were 

able to take apart and put back together outboard 

motors of various vintages.  A true hands-on spirit, 

this really gave the kids something to look forward to.   

 

Additionally, it gave some parents a break! 
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Sunday at 4 ini-

tiated the close 

of the annual 

festivities.  At 

this time, the 

‘Lincoln Girls’ 

came by to get 

their photos 

taken on all 3 

Arabians (sorry, 

Chris Craft 

guys).  Lots of 

folks volun-

teered, making 

the haulouts much easier.  Our annual closing dinner was, again, 

at Las Brisas later that 

night. 
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From the editor….Throughout the year, we run articles pertaining to safety and boat-

ing.   Recently, we ran Part 1 of  Trailer Safety by Bill Nalle.  Part 2 is imminent.  How-

ever, while perusing the internet, I ran across this Test Until Carnage on the website for 

the publishers of Grassroots Motorsports/Classic Motorsports Magazines.  Although 

this is towing a 4200 pound Mercedes on a 2000 pound trailer, it replicates us towing a 

21-24 foot boat.  I got a lot out of it, and hope you do too.  Thank you so much to Rick 

Goolsby with Grassroots Motorsports for giving us permission to run the article.  Enjoy!  

Craig 

When Towing Goes Wrong 

Photos by Tom Suddard and David 

S. Wallens 

We’ve all seen them: giant, lumbering behe-

moths. They groan and struggle and sway, des-

perately clinging to what little stability they have. 

No, we’re not talking about overweight dogs or 

someone’s pet hippo. We’re talking about dan-

gerous truck-and-trailer combinations, and any-

body who’s walked the paddock at an amateur 

race track knows what we’re talking about: 

things like a minivan hooked up to an enclosed 

trailer, or someone towing their Miata with a 

compact sedan. 

Even normal tow vehicle-and-trailer combinations can have glaring issues. Picture flat tires, improper loading, and a lack of de-

cent tie-downs. 

When we first sat down to write a story about towing safety, we pictured handy tips, a happy-go-lucky attitude, and lots of photos 

of people towing properly. But then our inner pyro got ahold of us, and we started having this weird desire to sit back and watch 

the world burn. The story title changed to “When Towing Goes Wrong,” and it was all downhill from there. 

Explorer or Exploder? 

There’s only one way to truly convey what can happen when towing goes wrong: Tow improperly, then provide gratuitous pic-

tures and video of the aftermath. 

With this mission in mind, we needed a tow vehicle, a trailer and a car to tow. This meant deciding what sort of towing setup we 

would use. Most of us don’t use an 18-wheeler to get our car to the track, but many gearheads do have rigs that are a little more 

heavy-duty than the aforementioned sedan. 

We decided that a midsize SUV and an open trailer would be representative of the average enthusiast’s tow rig. 

We fired off an email to a manufacturer of premium European driving machines. 

Their SUV would be a perfect choice, we reasoned, and its excellent rollover rating assured us that our test driver would live to 

tow another day. They’d be idiots to not let us borrow (and possibly destroy) one of their modern SUVs, so we were confident 

they’d say yes. 

And, surprisingly, the company replied the very next day. Their answer? “While we’d welcome exposure in your publications for 

the unheralded towing capabilities of the [SUV], this does not feel like the right fit, so we’re going to pass on this one.” 
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Darn, and we were sure that would work. On to Plan B: Roam Craigslist with a wad 

of cash and a blatant disregard for good sense. We embarked on a marathon 

Craigslist search, looking at three SUVs in a single night. By 11 p.m., we’d purchased 

our test mule, a 1997 Ford Explorer. 

It had bald tires, a cockroach infestation, and a smattering of bent sheet metal and 

broken interior parts. A new European SUV it wasn’t, but it was mechanically sound. 

Plus, it came with the stigma of being a Ford Explorer–perfect for a test involving 

evasive driving maneuvers and lots of weight on the rear tires. 

We stripped the interior and installed a roll cage, race seat, trailer hitch and electronic brake controller. Things were about to 

get interesting. 

Trailer Time 
Next, we needed a trailer. Fortunately, Best Price Trailers is located across the street from the GRM offices. Robin Hanger found 

the perfect one for us: an 18-footlong, dual-axle, all-steel model. Weighing in at 2100 pounds, it was perfect, if not a little overkill, 

for the average club racer. We promised to bring back whatever remained of the trailer after our test. 

The Finishing Touch 
With a truck and trailer procured, it was time for the final piece of our 12-wheeled puzzle: a trailer weight. 

Our Explorer was rated to tow 6200 pounds, and naturally we wanted to load it to its limit. So, we needed a roughly 4000-pound 

object to strap down on the trailer. Bonus points if it was vaguely carshaped– after all, few people tow cubes of lead to the track 

every weekend. After rummaging around in our backyards, we found the answer: a 1985 Mercedes-Benz 420SEL that was origi-

nally purchased as a parts car. 

It was, in one word, perfect. Four wheels? Check. Car-shaped? Check. 

Weighs nearly 4000 pounds? Check. After a few hours of coaxing with 

two trucks and a winch, we managed to get the Mercedes strapped 

onto the trailer. 

Test Track 
Every day, people have dangerous crashes while towing trailers on 

public roads. Though it would have been cheap and easy, we decided 

that the highway probably wasn’t the best place to push our rig to its 

limits. Instead, we conned the beautiful Florida International Rally & 

Motorsport Park in Starke, Florida, into letting us crash on their prop-

erty. 

They were even kind enough to let us borrow their chief instructor, Bryn Walters, who bravely volunteered to play the role of 

test driver. Finally, we were ready to see what happens when towing goes wrong. 

TEST 1: BASELINE 

A drive through our test course without a trailer. 

When the morning of the test came around, we strapped Bryn into the Explorer’s Ultra Shield seat and sent him out for test 

number one: a baseline run without anything hooked to the truck. 

To measure the rig’s performance, we put together a test track that mimicked the worst stretch we’d encountered while towing 

a trailer on public roads: two hairpin turns with a straight and a section of esses between them. Finally, there was a panic stop 

from 50 mph. 

After laying down a few laps to get comfortable, Bryn reached a verdict: “Well, it’s a truck. Nothing real exciting here.” 
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TEST 2: LOADED TRAILER 

Towing a properly loaded trailer. 

Now that we knew what a stock Explorer could do, it was time to hook up the 

trailer. We wanted to see how much the driving dynamics changed just by add-

ing a correctly configured towing load. 

So, we hooked up the loaded trailer and sent Bryn out for another round of tests. The Explorerand- trailer combination was slow-

er to react and took longer to stop, but it generally drove like you’d expect a small truck towing a big car to drive. Bryn again re-

ported no surprises. 

TEST 3: NO TRAILER BRAKES 

Towing without trailer brakes. 

It was time to start turning up the knobs, so we started with the most 

common towing sin we’ve seen in the paddock: broken or missing trailer 

brake systems. 

Once a loaded trailer reaches a certain weight (3000 pounds in most 

states), it’s legally required to have trailer brakes. The most common form of trailer brakes are electromagnetic drums that are 

actuated by a trailer brake controller in the tow vehicle. These simple devices use an accelerometer to gradually apply the trailer 

brakes when the tow vehicle slows. 

With all this in mind, we unplugged the trailer brakes and wished Bryn good luck. Then we found a sturdy Jersey barrier to stand 

behind. 

Bryn handled the Explorer well, though it was clear that trailer brakes do make a difference. His stopping distance was far longer–

186 feet versus the 174- foot baseline. Additionally, he said the trailer acted like a pendulum under heavy braking, trying to push 

through the stopping truck. 

While slowing the truck-and-trailer combination looked like an exercise in puckering, Bryn controlled it like a champ. He also 

praised the Explorer’s ABS, saying it was a big help in preventing the trailer from 

pushing the truck around too much. Sadly, he hadn’t yet wrecked. 

TEST 4: HIGH TONGUE WEIGHT 

Towing with the car too far forward. 

Bryn, the Explorer and the trailer had shown that they could handle a little adversi-

ty, so we hooked up the brakes again and tried something a little more extreme. 

We pushed the Mercedes all the way to the front of the trailer, bottoming out the 

Explorer’s suspension and making the hitch groan and bend. 

This particular setup may have been a little excessive, but having too much weight on the tongue of a trailer is an exceedingly com-

mon mistake. It can overload the rear of a vehicle, causing unpredictable handling and lessening the effect of any steering inputs. 

We’re pretty sure we saw the front wheels of our Explorer leave the ground at one point, and Bryn described this combination as 

“wobbly, like a dog wagging its tail.” 

Unfortunately, professional rally instructors are pretty good drivers, so this test didn’t produce very spectacular consequences. 

Bryn’s lap times and stopping distances didn’t change much–remember, he’s a trained professional–but he says that the pucker fac-

tor had gone up tremendously. Unless you enjoy seeing air under your front tires, we suggest limiting your trailer’s tongue weight. 

Aim for 10 to 15 percent of the total trailer weight. 
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TEST 5: HIGH TAIL WEIGHT 

Towing with the car too far rearward. 

At this point, the Explorer’s hitch seemed sufficiently exas-

perated from being dragged along the ground, so we backed 

up the Mercedes–a lot–until it was nearly falling off the rear 

of the trailer. Now, instead of having more than a thousand 

pounds of tongue weight, we had none at all. In fact, the trail-

er was actually lifting the back of the truck. 

Anyone who’s ever towed a rear-engined car that’s pointing forward knows this sensation. We also have to admit that towing a 

Porsche 911 with a minivan nearly cost us our lives many years ago. 

Fortunately, we weren’t in the driver’s seat this time–Bryn was. We sent him out on track and returned to our favorite Jersey 

barrier. 

And wow, were we ever glad there was concrete between us and our creation. Bryn didn’t mince words after those runs: 

“There’s only one word for that: evil!” Even from outside the rig, we could see he wasn’t having any fun. The Explorer tried to 

spin with every turn, and Bryn was essentially drifting through the curvy part of the course. 

Once he finally got to the straight, he floored it– only to spin the tires at the SUV’s barely weighted rear. At full speed–in this case 

about 45 mph–the whole truck-and-trailer combination slithered like a snake, 

sliding rhythmically across the pavement. Unfortunately for Bryn, the truck’s 

rhythm was always out of sync with the esses, meaning he had to slow signifi-

cantly and basically idle through them. 

TEST 6: FLAT TIRES 

Towing with poorly inflated tires. 

We were starting to realize that you can get away with almost any towing sin 

if you’re a pro rally driver, so we called in Bryn, moved the Mercedes to its proper position on the trailer, and flattened all the 

tires. Seriously? Yes, seriously. 

We wanted carnage, and properly inflated tires were standing in our way. Every tire–on both the Explorer and the trailer–was 

lowered to 15 psi. We figured that was the lowest pressure the average human would see and still think, “Eh, that tire’s not flat. 

It’ll be fine.” 

While we were letting out the air, we realized that a few of the Explorer’s tires had big bulges in the sidewalls. These are usually 

indicative of imminent failure, so we smiled, wished Bryn well, and sent him out for another round of tests. 

Driving, never mind towing, with soft tires is a recipe for disaster: Besides the reduction in control and poor handling, low tires 

tend to overheat on the highway, and lots of heat is a common cause of blowouts. 

Annoyingly, Bryn seemed to have that loss of control under, well, control. He did start clicking off laps that were slower than usu-

al, though–by about 2 seconds per lap–and he was working much harder than before. “Mushy and uncertain” is how he described 

this session. 

The rig was working more, too. Each time it went through the esses, the trailer tires deflected from one extreme to the other–

figure more than 4 inches total. 

No blowout, though, as the tires stayed mounted on the rims. Don’t forget, our rig and trailer only had to handle a few laps at a 

time, not hours on the interstate. We were going to have to try something more drastic in order to get our money’s worth from 

that roll cage. 
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TEST 7: NO SHOCKS, CAR ON BACKWARD 

Towing without rear dampers and with the car facing backward on 

the trailer. 

Okay, time to recreate some horrors–all in the name of science, right? We 

disconnected the rear dampers and put the car on the trailer backward. Don’t 

worry if you’ve done this before. We’re not here to pass judgment. 

Bryn’s next few laps confirmed our suspicions. He returned sporting a full mane of white hair and babbled something about seeing 

scary things. 

Bryn, a professional, was able to keep the rig on the course–just barely–but he led the dance for a limited number of laps. Could he 

have survived 7 hours on the interstate? Not likely. 

 

TEST 8: NO TIE-DOWNS 
 

Towing without the car strapped down. 

At this point, it was getting late and we were getting tired of Bryn’s competence, so we threw him a curveball. Cheap tie-downs, 

the kind most people tow with, break all the time. To simulate this scenario, we simply removed all the straps holding the Mer-

cedes to the trailer. Oh, and instead of driving our normal test loop, we told Bryn to use the bumpy gravel that lined the outside of 

the track. 

One of us might have yelled, “Thrash it like a rented Hyundai!” Hey, it was the heat of the moment–cut us some slack. 

We were expecting greatness from this test, and we weren’t disappointed. The Mercedes galloped into the air like a mighty thor-

oughbred, then came crashing down on the trailer’s left fender like a sumo wrestler. This pushed the fender into the trailer’s tires, 

and plumes of white smoke quickly enveloped the Benz. 

Bryn kept driving, the truck and trailer now fishtailing in the gravel. The Explorer seemed constantly on the verge of doing a barrel 

roll, and the run only ended when Bryn eventually lost control and the rig jackknifed. 

Jackknifing a trailer carrying an unsecured car isn’t exactly a gentle experience. The Mercedes kept moving long after the truck had 

stopped, finally coming to rest in the Explorer’s left-rear quarter panel. 

Finally, we’d seen the disas-

trous consequences of im-

proper towing. We extri-

cated Bryn from the creak-

ing, smoking pile of machin-

ery, thanked him for a job 

well done, and started the 

cleanup process. 
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Sometimes Towing Goes Wrong 

So what did we learn? Like most things involv- ing a 

car, towing one safely comes down to being a 

skilled, alert driver. 

Bryn was able to get away with murder on the equipment side of things because of his 

driving skill. However, most of us are not professional driving instructors, and none of us 

tow our cars to the track on, well, a track. We tow on public roads full of lousy drivers. 

As these tests showed, a subpar trailer puts much more strain on the driver. Add in one 

unexpected issue, and that marginal rig could quickly end up in a ditch–or worse. 

Towing Takeaways 

Tongue weight should be 10 to 15 percent of your total trailer weight–no more or less. If 

10 percent of the trailer’s weight exceeds the tongue weight rating for your tow vehicle, 

don’t tow with that vehicle. 

Trailers are fairly simple machines, so there’s no excuse for not maintaining them. 

Don’t have time to maintain your trailer? Just pay somebody–trailer repairs are priced far 

below Ferrari repairs. What’s worse, a $100 trailer repair bill or causing a “CHiPs” acci-

dent? 

If something does go wrong, be gentle and gradual with your driving inputs. Often the best 

solution is to come to a gradual stop. 

When in doubt, add redundancy. This goes for wheels, straps, safety devices and so on. 

Always use at least two tie-downs on each end of the towed car. We favor Mac’s. 

If you can’t figure something out, call a professional like Best Price Trailers. Dealers are 

usually happy to help, even if you didn’t buy a trailer from them. 

http://grassrootsmotorsports.com/articles/when-towing-goes-wrong/ 

Hookup How-To 

 

 

1. Install the proper size ball on your 

tow vehicle. “Close enough” is never 

close enough. 

2. With someone’s help (above), back 

up your vehicle to the trailer. 

3. Lower the trailer onto the ball, 

then immediately latch the coupler. 

4. Hook up both safety chains, making 

sure to cross them under the tongue. 

If the chains drag on the ground, 

shorten them. 

5. Hook the trailer brake breakaway 

cable to the tow vehicle. 

6. Plug the trailer’s electrical cable 

into the tow vehicle’s outlet. 

7. Hold the trailer’s electrical cable 

and the brake breakaway cable over 

the coupler’s latch. Then, place the 

pin in the coupler, making sure its 

latch captures both cables. This meth-

od keeps them aligned and safe. 

8. Test the trailer’s lights and brakes. 

These systems are remarkably simple, 

so there’s no excuse for not fixing 

them if they’re broken. For most is-

sues, a permanent repair is just 5 

minutes in a hardware store parking 

lot away. 
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Upcoming Events 

January 5-14, 2018 

Houston New Boat Show 

Reliant Center, 

Houston Texas 

 

March 22-25, 2018 

Sunnyland Antique Boat Festival 

Tavares/Mount Dora, Florida 

 

May  3-6, 2018 

Keels and Wheels 

Seabrook, Texas 

The Board…. 

 
President  Brian Fielder 

Vice President Rick Thompson 

Treasurer  Robert Macaluso 

Secretary  Robert Black 

News Letter Ed Craig Stanfield 

 

Directors: 
Clay Thompson 

Di Johnson 

Bill Nalle 

Lindy Robinson 

David Kanally 

Ray Balsam 

 
For individual contact information, go to    

Southwest-acbs.org 

 
For detailed information and vision of the Antique 

and Classic Boat Society, go to   ACBS.org. 

 
We’re also on Facebook as ACBS Southwest 

Chapter - Vintage Boating 

 

 


